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The parish is required to submit a year-end financial statemeant

ta the diocese which lays out income and expense and compares it to
tha zero balance budget sent in at the beginning of the fiscal vear. A
E'ﬁl'r'll'-"ﬂE-iE of that repont was in the bulletin which | hope everyone ex-
: amined carafully. Thare are a couple of significant points to make re-
Hﬂemff garding the repart.

Tha parish endad the yaar “in the black” which is to say we had a surplus of income aver expenses.
That's always good news but this year it isn't as good as it could be. The surplus came in from sources other
than the Sunday collaction; a large part of it was the final instaliment of the government program to assist
with issues cocurring during Covid when nobaody was alfowed ko come to church, Thers are no more wind-
falls like that down the road; cansaquently what makes our repor Iook goad won't be there te do the same
next year.

If you paid closa attention ta the part of the raport covering Sunday collections, you'll have noticed
that we fall far short of the budget, when compared 1o expansas, we faced a rather signiticant lass for the
year. Obwviously. that's not goad: Sunday collections shauld support all of the ardinary expenses of operating
the parigh. That would include utilities to kaap the church lit and warm in winter, ordinary maintenance such
as yard work, cleaning, minor repairs and the like, paymall far our employess, taxes, increases and pretty
much the same things any family has to cover at their own home. Even when we add in other incomes
streams like waddings and funaral feas, unfortunataly wa still fall shart

The Finance Committes is concamad about this shortfall, if wa can't meet our ordinary expenses from
ardinary incamea, we will bagin ta shrink our savings which ara there to address major expenses which are
necassitated by things geing wrong at our aging buildings. Each year we try to increase the savings via the
Prasarvation Socioty but in recent years, donations to the Society have been minimal and did not come close
to covering expenses including tha church towear repairs, the marble reattachment in the sanctuary and re-
pairs to the flashing up on the roof. Qur savings diminished significartly to address those problems: others
loom, like a new roof to replace the quarter century old asphalt shingles up there now. Nan-emsrgency up-
grades, like air conditioning or repair of the pews, cannol be contamplated given the pressure on our funds.

Cerainly, many parishionare are dong their best to cantribute gensrausly to the pansh and its minis-
tries. However, many mare are nat. | ask that all of thosa reading this letter who are not dropping anything
inta the collection each waak consider a gift of 510 00 per waek ta lend an all-importart hand in making in-
come meet expenses. That would not anly halp prevent a shortfall but grew our callection sa that we can sst
aside something every week for the presarvation of our magnificant church prapery. Far these already con-
tributing. consider what inflation has done to our weekly receipts. If possible, consider a small increase in
vour own giving. Together we can address the future with confidence and tackle many of the issues whish
are out there. Thanks for thoze who give, and thanks for {aking the time to read and consider this letter, Have
faith that we are working hard to manage parizh finances as effectively as pogsible.

Thank you for your helg,
Megr. Chrs




Potluck on the Patio
with Monsignor

On Friday, August 14th at 6:30 PM

Come and jain us for great food, fellowship and conversations
Hamburgers and Hotdogs on the grill will be provided!

All that you need to do is sign-up and let us know what potluck dish you will
be bringing
Also, beverages are not provided so please bring your own|

Jeanne and/ar Grant will be available after 10:00 AM Mass to sign up on
August Z2nd and 9th

Mot able to sign up after Mass?

Text or call Jeanne at 419-410-7065
leave a message and she will return your text or voice mail as soon as she
can*

It is always a good tima
We ook forward to seaing youll




A reading from the Gospel of Lulke (15:1-7).

The vax oollectors and séimnevs were alf dnowing near to

{esten to foms,

bt the Pharies and sorsbes bogan to -'.::-mp.ﬂam m_}um;-,
“Thes mean welommer emers and eatr urith

Sa ferer addresed i3y parable to i,

L bt ran APRORY W F:'.:'H.I,!':r,:g & basleed I-"J#-:}'? gud

losing one of them

woneld wot feave the ninery-nine in the deiert

and ga after the Lo one wril be Tuds 7!

And when bx daes frudd it,

Let us reflect...

The figure of the shepherd is 2 central image used
throughout Scripture. Traditionally, shepherds were
wholly encrusted to care for and protece che sheep of
their flock, The shepherd guarded the sheep day and
night From rabbers, thieves, and wolves, reguiting
thermn to fve in the Gelds among the sheep and often
isnlaced From the communiry.

Shepherds were seen as poer and lowly, living on the
miarging of sociery, Yet despite their humble stacus,
-.Iu:}- devoted their entive lives vo the constaim cate
of the flock, eften enduring harsh conditions and
danger, puccing ctheir awn lives at risk co defend and
tend to the shesp.

I the Gospels, Jesus vells us, “F am the gund sheplerd
and | ermn withe and sdee gaew wee” (o 10:14),
Because the shepherd lives his lifc amang che Aock, the
sheep know the familiar sound of his woice, allowing
them to trust and follow the shepherd who calls them

by name,

B sete it on bis ihondders with great foy

and, upon biv arrival howe,

bz carlly togetber bis fricnds and weighbors and say to
them,

"Refosve wieh me beeaerse L bave fowne my lost shecp.
I tel! e, dne prone the sirne wety

thery awild B wrore fry 10 Beauen over ke sinner whe
Fefcres

than over Riucty-RTe Wobtoas ponple

wia bape wo peed af repentanece”

In contrast to the Good Shepherd, [esus wlls us that,
A bived mian, whe is not 2 dhepherd and whase theop
are wot bir awn, soes & wolf coming and leaves the sheep
and rums gway, and the wolf catcher and scatters them ™
(J 10:12}, But the Goud Shepherd never sbandons
his Mack. The "esential wait™ of the Good Shepher:d
is thar he h,’r’* diween iz life far the gheep, ﬁ']]]hulizdj]g
Christ himself who offers his very life for us an che
Cross.!

The Prophet Ezeldel vells us, "For thes rays the Lord
Crovn: Lood! L anyeedoodll search Jor secy theep and
cxamine thew ] will deliver them fram every place
where they ave scatteved an the day of dark dauds. [
wrrwiclf will pastere my sbeep; I svvielf will give tirem
et 3 e dost T aeil! search ont, the strys § il bring
back, the dnfured I will bind np, and the sivk T wstl
el By 3d:11-12 15.16),

When we have lost our way and find ourseles
braught low by sin and suffering, we can know with



confidence thar the Lord will never abandon us. Mo
rtatter what slns we have commiteed or how many
cimes we have chesen to separaLe opeselves from the
flock, we can know thac Christ’s mercy and kindness
await us. There is nothing we can do, no sin 5o great,
that cannoc be overcome wich che infinice mercy of
Christ. Jesus searches for us when we are lose and our
lives seein wo be consumed by the darkness, Az Pope
Benedict XV 1 reminded us, Christ “never vres of
cOming o meet (s, e is always the fest 1o serour on
the path thar scpararcs us from him.™

Asthe Good Shepherd, God will leave the ninety-nine
tar seek us vut and bring us back o [limself, And
whet he finds ws—lost, hoet, bungey, alone, full of
shame, withaut hape—he picks us g, Lays us apaon
his shouldears, and, with joy, carrics us oo safe pasturcs,
When we are oo weak to ift ourselves up, we can

find comfore in the strong shoulders of the Goad
Shepherd bearing us home. We need only to lissen for
the voice of the shepherd, renderly calling us by name,
repent, and ask the Lord eu free us from vur dn.

God desires to take the greatest of sinners and
teansform them into the greatest of saints. o sin is
beyand his mercy. He inakes "aff things new™ {Rev
21:5). "This is why there is more rejoiving over one
sinner who repents chan aver ninery-nine who have
no need of repencance.

When we arrive safely home, the shepherd calls
vagether bis fdends and neighbers o celebrate his
jay inour recarn, All of Heaven rejeices in our
Im-m.-::mming_.hmnun: ones we were Tosn, b oo we
have been found.

Therefore, because of Gud's unwavering mercy, we
cany proclim, ke LORD & my stngibere! there

fi wathing [ lack./ In green pastores be anaker sme fie
Aawn to itill waters e feads wey Be vestarer sy sowel S
L greides wic along right pathy for the sake of b
mame./ Lven thowgh T walt throwph the salley of the
shadvw g deathy T wild fear 5o evil, for vou ave with
mesd yortr roel aned yowr rtaff comfore mee” (P 23:1-4).

DOften one may feel as though thay have committed the 'unforgivable sin’ and it's easy for them to
think that mercy and forgiveness is for ather people, and that God could never want them. Please
know that the Church is here to offer you the endless mercy and Torgiveness that our Lord has

tor you, Even in vour darkest moments, He desires you, His mercy awaits you in the Sacrament of
Feconcillation.

Project Rachel Ministry is a confidential ministry of the Catholic Church that offers God's merncy,
hope and healing to those who have been invalved in abortion.

IFyou or someone you know is suffesing after an abortion experience, confidential, non-judgmental
help is available from Project Rachel Ministry, Visit the "Find Help® map an HopeAfterAbortion.org
to fingd your nearest diocesan Project Rachel Ministry.

May Christ's peace be with you,
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JOIN US FOR THE FIRST

YOUNG CATHOLIC
PROFESSIONALS TOLEDO
PICNIC

HOSTED BY BISHOP DANIEL THOMAS
AT THE EPISCOPAL RESIDENCE

FRIDAY, AUGUST 28TH
6:00 PM - 5:00 PM

2544 Parkwood Ave.
Toledo, OH 43610

DETAILS:
Open to YOP Members and non-members in their 20-30s

Diress code: business casual

Registrarion in advance is required no later than August 217
The event is rain or shine

Dinner, drinks, and yard games provided

To RSVE and lor more event details, please go to
www.voungeatholicprofessionals . org/chapterftoledo

YOUNG CATHOLIC
ﬁ? PROFESSIONALS

Working in Witness for Christ™
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encourag"é"l”
a youth

Getting ameducatian

can beespecially

hard for young people

Facad with poverty.
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befriend - today 1
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hurman family created in
Eldders olled exparience Gad s mage. Al & sponsar,
chailenges ralaled Lo ! wou'll gl the satlsfactlon
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with needs like food, : friend frans letiers aid
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and provpactivities. and sand photos, ton!
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suppurh helps an alder
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ontribute through a1y bank ax
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‘I hope to achieve the goals that | want by

helping others and helping to make the world a

better place. It's a big task hl._Jt | want to take it

one day ata time ... one person at a time.”

— [al Wehelan, Unbouand spepsor

To select someone to sponsor,
visit the information table after
Mass, scan the QR code or call
(800) 875-6564.
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WHO WE ARE
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HOW WE WORK
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